                          Healdsburg High School

                                 English 1/2 A.S. Syllabus

                                     Mr. Ojeda-Jones                

                                   Prep period 3/Room 19 

                                  Email: djones@husd.com
Course Description: What is the goal of English 1/2 Advanced Standing?
A.S. English is a comprehensive study of some of the world’s finest literature in accordance with the CCSS state standards. This course will challenge you to grow as a reader, writer, speaker, listener, and thinker as you work with others and independently. You will read novels, plays, poems, and short stories with the class, read books of your own choosing, speak confidently in class, develop and write creative and analytical responses to literature, and think deeply and critically. Material for the high school exit exam is also reviewed, and various forms of technology and art activities and are used to enhance students understanding of literature. This is a pre AP course and focuses on preparing students for HHS’s rigorous 11th and 12th grade AP classes.



What is expected of me in my English class?

• RESPONSIBILITY
If you are absent, you are responsible for all work assigned while you were away. You must see me the day you return to school regarding missed work. Make-up work will be explained at the beginning of break, lunch, before or immediately after school. I will not explain it during the class period. If you are absent for more than two days, be sure to request and pick up assignments through the attendance office so you do not fall behind. When you return from an excused absence, you will have as many days as you were gone to make up the work assigned while you were absent. However, previously assigned work (essays, research papers, long-range assignments) must still be turned in on scheduled due dates to earn full credit.  

• RESPECT
Please refrain from talking while another person is talking. 

No name-calling or put-downs.

Clean up after yourself.

Respect personal space and property.

• PRESENCE
Come on time.

Bring what you need.

Participate! Participate! Participate!

What will happen if I fail to meet these expectations?
You will experience a gnawing, hollow feeling that you have let yourself down. You will inconveniently feel the need to avoid me in the hallway. I will call your home, causing embarrassment to you and your parent. You will serve detentions in my room instead of leaving school after your long day. You will not benefit from this learning opportunity or get to improve your skills. If you do not do your work, and especially if you have poor attendance, the course material will not make sense to you, and you will enter a vicious cycle of avoidance and denial. The very sight of your notebook will make you queasy.

What will happen if I meet these expectations?
You will contribute to a class that is productive and fun. You will have a portfolio of quality writing to use for college, scholarship and work applications. You will be proud of yourself, and so will others. You will enter the rest of high school, college, and jobs with better reading, writing, and speaking skills, ready to take on the world.

What can I expect of the teacher?
I will do my best to communicate assignments and grades clearly and consistently, to give extra help if you seek it out, to let your parent or guardian know if you are not doing your work, to welcome different points of view, and to treat each of you with the same respect I expect of my students.

One final note: Reading and writing, like most truly valuable things, takes hard work. I have found these to be two of the most valuable skills I have learned in my lifetime—they will empower you in a world that can crush you. I look forward to working with you—Mr. OJ

            Signed_______________________ (student)       Email Address:

Signed_______________________ (adult)           Email Address:

Official School Policy Regarding Grades:

1) According to BP 5121:

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 0-59%

  I use a plus and minus system.

2) School cheating policy: 

First offence = F on the assignment

Second offence = F for the grading period

3) Weights and categories need to be clearly outlined including the weight of the Final Exam.

4) More from BP 5121:

a. Whenever it becomes evident to a teacher that a student is in danger of failing a course, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian or send a written report (Ed Code 49067).

b. Teachers shall inform students and parents/guardians how student achievement will be evaluated in the classroom.

c. At their discretion, teachers may use peer grading of student tests, papers, and assignments as appropriate to reinforce lessons.

d. The Board believes that seven unexcused absences per grading period (semester) constitute excessive unexcused absences.  Students with excessive unexcused absences may receive a failing grade and not receive credit for the class(es). (If you plan on instituting this option, you must state so in your syllabus.)

e. The teacher shall determine the student’s grade.  The grade shall not be changed by the Board or Administration except as provided by law (Ed Code 49066)



What will we read?


Of Mice and Men        Nonfiction (Essays, Articles)


To Kill a Mockingbird


Bless Me, Ultima


The Time Machine


Ender’s Game


A Christmas Carol


Whirligig


Odyssey


Make Lemonade


Romeo and Juliet


The Book Thief


…and many more!














What will we write?


Narratives


Poems


Responses to literature


Journals/blogs 


Analytical Essays


Persuasive Essays


Speeches/ presentations


Many short assignments using Google Docs


Online discussion








Grading Policy:


Grades are determined by a STUDENT’S WORK in the areas of content, skills, behavior and participation. Your effort and positive attitude go a long way with me, but in the end, it all comes down to what YOU DO.





****************************


“If you can read, you can know what is going on in the world, if you can write, you can have a voice in the world, and if you write well, people will listen.”
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What must I bring to class EVERYDAY?





* 1 inch binder with paper just for English .This is very important.


 *Blue or black ink pen and pencils


*Highlighter


*Dividers for organizing necessary sections in binder—total of 4


*3-hole-punched binder paper—college ruled only      


*Current materials like homework and the text








